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Perspectives on Western Medicine and the Experience of European Expansion
(London: Routledge, 1988), pp. 21-37.
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(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997), on p. 4. 47 %/, David
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History of Parasitic Disease: Patrick Manson’s Philosophical Method,” pp.
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25 ey 1842 > 4/, Michael Worboys, “The Emergence of Tropical Medicine: a
Study in the Establishment of a Scientific Specialty,” in G. Lemaine et al. eds.,
Perspectives on the Emergence of Scientific Discipline (The Hague: Mouton,
1976), pp. 75-98.

7 Janet Browne, “Biogeography and Empire,” in Nicholas Jardine et al eds.,
Cultures of Natural History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996),
pp. 305-321; James Moore, “Book Review: The Philosophical Naturalists,”
Annals of Science, 42 (1985), pp. 449-51.
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8 Matthew H. Edney, Mapping an Empire: the Geographical Construction of
British India, 1765-1843 (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1990), p. 1.
9 Philip H. Manson-Bahr and A. Alcock, The Life and Work of Sir Patrick Manson
(London: Cassell, 1927).
10 W. D. Foster, A History of Parasitology (Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
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Livingstone Ltd., 1965). .35 % &, Michael Worboys, “The Origin and Early
History of Parasitology,” in K. S. Warren and J. Z. Bowers eds., Parasitology:
a Global Perspective (New York: Springer Verlage, 1983), pp. 1-18.

11 B e ¥, B 45 64 &V B 4% > 4 JL Shang-Jen Li, “British Imperial Medicine
in Late Nineteenth-Century China and the Early Career of Patrick Manson”
(Ph.D. thesis, University of London, 1999), pp. 136-145; Douglas M. Haynes,
Imperial Medicine: Patrick Manson and the Conquest of Tropical Disease, pp.
58-94.

12 Patrick Manson, “On the Development of Filaria sangunis homini, and on the
Mosquito Considered as a Nurse” published in Journal of the Linnean Society of
London, Zoology, 14 (1878), pp. 304-311. il 7h ¥ w4k 0 % 0% o o 1842 » 7T
4% R, Douglas M. Haynes, Imperial Medicine: Patrick Manson and the
Conquest of Tropical Disease, pp. 2-84; Shang-Jen Li, “Natural History of
Parasite: Patrick Manson’s Philosophical Method,” pp. 206-228.

13 John Farley, “Parasites and the Germ Theory of Disease,” in Charles E.
Rosenberg and Janet Golden eds., Framing Disease: Studies in Culture History
(New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1992), pp. 33-49, on p. 40.
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15 W. F. Bynum and Caroline Overy, “Introduction,” in W. F. Bynum and
Caroline Overy eds., The Beast in the Mosquito: the Correspondence of Ronald
Ross and Patrick Manson, pp. v-xxiv, on pp. X-Xi.
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16 Douglas M. Haynes, Imperial Medicine: Patrick Manson and the Conquest of
Tropical Disease, pp. 86-94.
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18 W. F. Bynum and Caroline Overy, “Introduction,” p. xii; Douglas M. Haynes,
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Imperial Medicine: Patrick Manson and the Conquest of Tropical Disease, pp.
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19 Patrick Manson, “A Clinical Lecture on the Parasite of Malaria and Its
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20 Patrick Manson, “On the Nature and Significance of the Crescentic and
Flagellated Bodies in Malarial Blood,” British Medical Journal, 2 (1894), pp.
1306-1308.

21 Ronald Ross, Memoirs, with a Full Account of the Great Malaria Problem and
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a Description Based upon Observations Made by the Author and Other
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Marchiafava and A. Bignami, On Summer-Autumn Malarial Fevers, trans. J.
Harry Thompson (London: The New Sydenham Society, 1894 ).
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Science, Empire, and Cultural Encounter (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
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eds., The Beast in the Mosquito: the Correspondence of Ronald Ross and
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pp. 58-79; David Arnold, “Introduction: Disease, Medicine and Empire,” in
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Manson, Ross, and the Material Culture of British
Tropical Medicine in the Late Nineteenth Century

Shang-Jen Li

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Research on malaria conducted by the British physicians Patrick
Manson and Ronald Ross led to the elucidation of its mode of transmission
as well as the role of the mosquito in the lifecycle of plasmodium, which
was one of the most important discoveries in the history of tropical
medicine. In fact, Ross won the Noble Prize because of this research. This
article investigates this famous collaboration, which was mainly conducted
through correspondence between Manson in London and Ross in India, and
argues that their work was based on a material culture common to
nineteenth century British colonial science and medicine. Their research
and collaboration consisted of gathering specimens and conducting
colonial “field work.” Scientific data and samples were brought back from
the colonies to the European metropolis, where they were further collected,
classified, and systematized. The collaboration between Manson and Ross
was sustained by a gift-relationship involving the generous exchange of
samples and data between researchers in the metropolis and the colony.

Keywords: malaria, colonial medicine, British Empire, gift, patronage



